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5 Subject Matter of Written Answer 

A multimedia electronic device according to 
claim 1 after the amendment of the present 
application is 'A multimedia electronic device, 



characterized by comprising a CPU capable of 
controlling each of circuits, a reproducer for 
reading out information from a storage medium, a 
switch for instructing a command generation for said 
reproducer, an output circuit capable of outputting 
at least an audio signal on the basis of the 
information read out of said reproducer, and a 
controller receiving a signal representing the 
active state of said CPU and a signal representing 
the operating state of said switch for carrying out 
supply control of driving power to said reproducer 
and said output circuit and output control of a 
command to said reproducer on the basis of the two 
signals. ' . 

[On the Literature 1 ( JP-A-10-2741 1 ) ] 

The literature 1 discloses 'An event detection part 
1 detecting or judging that a CD set in a recording 
and reproducing block 4 is either a CD-DA or a CD-ROM ' . 
Further, the literature 1 discloses that 11 a block 
specification switch 16 capable of specifying 
arbitrarily by a user (an operator) a signal 
processing block to process an electric signal that 
is outputted from a recording and reproducing block 
4 ' may be usable as a substitute for an event detection 




part 1. The literature 1 also discloses that 'an 
outside connection detection part 17 detecting 
whether or not an interface connector is connected 
with a cable 18 for connecting with a outside 
apparatus' may be usable as a substitute for an event 
detection part 1. 

Any one of said event detection part 1, said block 
specification switch 16, and said outside connection 
detection part 17 is provided. Accordingly, either 
music reproduction processing or data reproduction 
processing is carried out on the basis of the one 
signal. Even granting that monitoring of the 
connection with a host system by the outside 
connection detection part 17 corresponds to 
outputting a signal representing an active state of 
a CPU, the control is carried out on the basis of the 
one signal representing the active state of the CPU. 
Carrying out such control by both the active state 
of the CPU and the other signals is not disclosed and 
there is no suggestion about it. That is, the 
literature 1 merely discloses that a circuit 
energization is controlled only by the active state 
of the CPU . 

Further more, -'a switch' according to the invention 
of the present application means 'a switch for 



instructing a command generation for the reproducer' 
That is, the switch is 'a play switch' or the like 
using to reproduce, for example, such as a music CD. 
The switch is primarily provided for operating such 
as reproduction of the music CD or the like. Contrary 
to the switch according to the present application, 
said block specification switch 16 or the like are 
especially provided for selecting either music 
reproduction processing or data reproduction 
processing. Therefore, we need to recognize that the 
construction about 'the switch' itself according to 
claim 1 of the present application is also completely 
different from the construction disclosed in the 
literature 1. 

Accordingly, the literature 1 does not mention 'a 
controller receiving a signal representing the 
active state of said CPU and a signal representing 
the operating state of said switch for carrying out 
supply control of driving power to said reproducer 
and said output circuit and output control of a 
command to said reproducer on the basis of the two 
signals' in claim 1 according to the invention of 
present application at all. It is appropriate to 
judge that there is not even the mention that suggests 
i t . 




Similarly, there are not the mentions disclosing 
the inventions which are claims 2 to 4 after the 
amendment of the present application, claims 7 and 
8, claims 9 and 10 after the amendment, claims 11 and 
12 and 14 in the literature 1. 

[On the Literature 2 ( J P - A - 1 0 - 2 7 4 1 2 ) ] 

The literature 2 discloses the following. 'There 
are a CD switch 2 starting a CD-ROM drive 5 and a main 
switch 3 starting a whole of an information 
processing apparatus. The CD switch 2 is selected, 
and then music reproduction can be carried out. The 
main switch 3 is selected, and then both data 
reproduction and music reproduction can be carried 
out. ' 

In the construction that is disclosed with the 
literature 2, even if the play switch instructing a 
music reproduction start is operated during the 
stoppage of the main control part, music reproduction 
is not carried out only by said operation. In the 
construction of the literature 2, the play switch 
needs to be operated in order to reproduce music in 
addition to that the CD switch 2 is operated. Because 
the CD switch 2 is different from the play switch 
instructing such a reproduction start. 



What will happen if the play switch is made to have 
a role as the CD switch 2? In this case, it is assumed 
in the literature 2 that the switch is selected from 
either one of the CD switch 2 or the main switch 3. 
If the play switch is touched carelessly during an 
active state as a personal computer, the energization 
to the main control part is unexpectedly shut down. 
Accordingly, the construction that the play switch 
is made to have a role of the CD switch 2 is not 
conceivable. In the construction according to claim 
1 of the present application, such a situation can 
be avoided because of the existence of 'the 
controller' . 

Can we recognize 'that is, the state of the main 
switch 3 monitors the state of the main control part' 
in the construction disclosed in the literature 2? 
We think that 'monitors the state of the main control 
part' means concretely 'monitors the state of the 
main control part. When the user instructs music 
reproduction, processing needed to reproduce a music 
CD and a circuit energization are carried out 
independently from the main control part during the 
stoppage of the main control part' . If it means 'When 
the CD switch 2 is turned on whether the state of the 
main control part is inactive or not, processing 




needed to reproduce a music CD and a circuit 
energization are carried out independently from the 
main control part', we can not absolutely recognize 
it as 'monitors the state of the main control part'. 
That is, the construction disclosed in the literature 
2 is simple switching between processing as an 
inherent computer and music reproduction processing 
by the CD switch 2 and the main switch 3. It is 
appropriate to judge that y a controller receiving a 
signal representing the active state of said CPU and 
a signal representing the operating state of said 
switch for carrying out supply control of driving 
power to said reproducer and said output circuit and 
output control of a command to said reproducer on the 
basis of the two signals' in claim 1 according to the 
present application is not disclosed at all. 

Similarly, there are not the mentions disclosing 
the inventions which are claims 2 to 4 after the 
amendment of the present application, claims 7 and 
8, claims 9 and 10 after the amendment, claims 11 and 
12 and 14 in the literature 2. 

[On the Literature 3 to 6] 

©The literature 3 ( J P - A - 7 - 1 5 3 1 7 3 ) : Setting a 
maximum performance time period of a CD to the sleep 



timer automatically is merely disclosed. 

©The literature 4 ( J P - A - 8 - 2 1 2 6 7 9 ) : When a command 
is not received for a fixed time period from a host 
computer, making a time period that turn off a servo 
of a disk structure part be variable is merely 
disclosed . 

©The literature 5 ( JP-A- 1 0-92085) : When a power 
saving control signal is generated while a CD-ROM 
drive is active, shutting down a power supply except 
for an apparatus that relates to this drive is merely 
disclosed. 

©The literature 6 ( J P - A - 6 - 2 3 1 5 2 7 ) : It is merely 
disclosed that an auto power off time period is set 
automatically on the basis of a data in a CD. 



[The conclusion] 

Accordingly, we are certain that we would receive 
the international preliminary search report 
indicating * The inventions according to claims 1 to 
4, claims 7 to 12, and claim 14 in the present 
application are not mentioned in any cited references 
In addition to that the inventions are not obvious 
for persons skilled in the art. Further, claim 5 that 
cite claim 3 or 4, claim 6 that cite said claim 5, 
and claim 13 that cite claims 9 to 12 have the 



novelties and the inventive steps. ' 
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4 Item to be Amended Claims 

5 Subject Matter of Amendment 

We clarified that 'a switch' according to 
claims 1 to 4 and 9 to 10 means 'a switch for 



instructing a command generation for a 
Reproducer' . 

6 List of Documents Attached Claims described 

on page 9 to 11 



CLAIMS 

1. (amended) A multimedia electronic device, 
characterized by comprising a CPU capable of 
controlling each of circuits, a reproducer for 
reading out information from a storage medium, a 
switch for instructing a command generation for said 
reproducer, an output circuit capable of outputting 
at least an audio signal on the basis of the 
information read out of said reproducer, and a 
controller receiving a signal representing the 
active state of said CPU and a signal representing 
the operating state of said switch for carrying out 
supply control of driving power to said reproducer 
and said output circuit and output control of a 
command to said reproducer on the basis of the two 
signals . 

2. (amended) A multimedia electronic device, 
characterized by comprising a CPU capable of 
controlling each of circuits, a reproducer for 
reading out information from a storage medium, a 
switch for instructing a command generation for said 
reproducer, an output circuit capable of outputting 
at least an audio signal on the basis of the 
information read out of said reproducer, a controller 
receiving a signal representing the active state of 




said CPU and a signal representing the operating 
state of said switch for feeding a power supply 
control signal and outputting a command to said 
reproducer on the basis of the two signals, and a power 
supply circuit receiving said power supply control 
signal and the signal representing the active state 
of said CPU for supplying said reproducer and said 
output circuit with driving power when at least one 
of both the signals is active. 

3. (amended) A multimedia electronic device, 
characterized by comprising a CPU capable of 
controlling each of circuits, a reproducer for 
reading out information from a storage medium, a 
switch for instructing a command generation for said 
reproducer, an output circuit capable of outputting 
at least an audio signal on the basis of the 
information read out of said reproducer, a controller 
receiving a signal representing the active state of 
said CPU, a signal representing the operating state 
of said switch, and a signal representing the 
reproduction output state of said reproducer for 
carrying out supply control of driving power to said 
reproducer and said output circuit on the basis of 
the three signals. 

4. (amended) A multimedia electronic device, 



characterized by comprising a CPU capable of 
controlling each of circuits, a reproducer for 
reading out information from a storage medium, a 
switch for instructing a command generation for said 
reproducer, an output circuit capable of outputting 
at least an audio signal on the basis of the 
information read out of said reproducer, a controller 
receiving a signal representing the active state of 
said CPU, a signal representing the operating state 
of said switch, and a signal representing the 
reproduction output state of said reproducer for 
feeding a power supply control signal on the basis 
of the three signals, and a power supply circuit 
receiving said power supply control signal and a 
signal representing the active state of said CPU for 
supplying said reproducer and said output circuit 
with driving power when at least one of both the 
signals is active. 

5. The multimedia electronic device according 
to claim 3 or 4, characterized in that a signal 
representing the reproduction output state of said 
reproducer is outputted by a monitoring circuit 
comprising a detection circuit for detecting a 
reproduction output and a timer for outputting a 
signal indicating that a predetermined time period 



has elapsed since the reproduction output was not 
detected. 

6. The multimedia electronic device according 
to claim 5, characterized in, that the supply of the 
driving power of said monitoring circuit is 
controlled by said controller. 

7. The multimedia electronic device according 
to any one of claims 1 to 6, characterized in that 
said CPU is so constructed that it can output a command 
to said reproducer on the basis of application 
software operating on an OS. 

8. The multimedia electronic device according 
to any one of claims 1 to 7, characterized in that 
said controller electrically switches said CPU and 
the reproducer when said CPU is inactive. 

9. (amended) A multimedia electronic device, 
characterized by comprising a reproducer for reading 
out information from a storage medium, a switch for 
instructing a command generation for said reproducer, 
an output circuit capable of outputting at least an 
audio signal on the basis of information read out of 
said reproducer, a monitoring circuit for monitoring 
the reproduction output state of said reproducer, and 
a controller receiving a signal representing the 
operating state of said switch and a signal outputted 



by said monitoring circuit for controlling the supply 
of driving power to said reproducer and said output 
circuit on the basis of the two signals. 

10. (amended) A multimedia electronic device, 
characterized by comprising a reproducer for reading 
out information from a storage medium, a switch for 
instructing a command generation for said reproducer, 
an output circuit capable of outputting at least an 
audio signal on the basis of the information read out 
of said reproducer, a monitoring circuit for 
monitoring the reproduction output state of said 
reproducer, and a controller receiving a signal 
representing the operating state of said switch and 
a signal outputted by said monitoring circuit for 
controlling the supply of driving power to said 
reproducer, said output circuit, and said monitoring 
circuit on the basis of the two signals. 

11. A multimedia electronic device, 
characterized by comprising a reproducer for reading 
out information from a storage medium, a monitoring 
circuit for monitoring the reproduction output state 
of said reproducer, and a controller receiving a 
signal outputted by said monitoring circuit for 
controlling the supply of driving power to said 
reproducer on the basis of the signal. 




12. A multimedia electronic device, 

characterized by comprising a reproducer for reading 
out information from a storage medium, a monitoring 
circuit for monitoring the reproduction output state 
of said reproducer, and a controller receiving a 
signal outputted by said monitoring circuit for 
controlling the supply of driving power to said 
reproducer and said monitoring circuit on the basis 
of the signal. 

13. The multimedia electronic device according 
to any one of claims 9 to 12, characterized in that 
said controller stops the supply of the driving power 
to a predetermined circuit when said monitoring 
circuit detects that a reproduction output of said 
reproducer does not exist in a predetermined time 
period . 

14. The multimedia electronic device according 
to any one of claims 1 to 13, characterized in that 
said reproducer is a CD-ROM drive. 
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(57) Abstract 

An SCP (System Control Processor) (7) is provided in addition 
to a CPU (1) that is responsible for control of computer circuits. Upon 
receiving a Main ON signal (low level) indicative of the CPU (1) being 
inactive, the SCP (7) responds to a switch operation on a control panel 
(6) by supplying a CD-ROM drive (2) with a command corresponding 
to the switch operation independently of the CPU (1) and also 
supplying a power supply (8) with a high-level CD-POWER-ON 
signal through an OR circuit (9). In response to the high-level signal, 
the power supply (8) provides power to selectively drive the CD-ROM 
drive (2) and an audio amplifier (10). 
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